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LANDLORD GAMES A JOURNAL SENTINEL WATCHDOG UPDATE 


Destinie Grafton stands outside the 6th St. home she rents from an Elijah Mohammad Rashaed 

company. She says the notorious landlord tried to pressure her into buying the house. Shingles and 
debris from a recent repair are piled on the front lawn of the house. MARK HOFFMAN / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
SENTINEL 


Landlord pressured 
tenant to buy home 


Rashaed had been ordered to 
repair, sell empire of rentals 


Cary Spivak Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


It was presented to Destinie Grafton as a 
“blessing from God” but the offer from her notori- 
ous landlord, Elijah Mohammad Rashaed, in- 
stead brought tears, sleepless nights and fear of 
eviction. 

In an interview in the hallway 
of the Milwaukee County Courthouse, followed 
by tearful testimony, Grafton, 32, 
described how Rashaed tried to 
pressure her into paying $75,000 
to buy the house on N. 6th St. that 
she rents from a Rashaed entity. 

“He said you really need to take 
advantage of this,” Grafton said in 
an interview. “He said I need to ac- 
cept this blessing from God.” 

Grafton, who recently worked 
at a grocery store but now depends largely on 
payments from Social Security for income, said 
Rashaed came to her house with the offer to pur- 
chase already filled out. He was accompanied by 
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his Realtor, Mark Balistierri, she said. 

The four-bedroom house was purchased by 
a Rashaed limited liability company for $15,000 
in 2009, according to the deed filed with the Reg- 
ister of Deeds. That LLC, Fourth Property Devel- 
opment LLC, sold the house to a second Rashaed 
LLC — this one called Fifth Property Develop- 
ment LLC — for $9,000 in 2016. 

The home was assessed at $43,900 last year. 
Grafton lives in the house with her children and 
parents. 

In the interview and testimony, Grafton, who 
is pregnant, said she felt pressured and confused 
by the offer brought to her by Rashaed and Bal- 
istierri. 

“There were words in there I would have never 
understood,” she testified. Grafton said that after 
receiving the documents she came to City Hall for 
help. 

Grafton’s testimony came during a hearing on 
whether Rashaed had lived up to a promise to re- 
pair and sell his problem-plagued central city 
rental empire by January 2018. 

When he failed to do so, the city asked the Cir- 
cuit Court to effectively place his real estate em- 
pire into receivership. 


See RASHAED, Page 9A 
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Walker calls 
2 elections; 
Senate drops 
legislation 


Seats in state Senate, Assembly 
have been empty since December 


Jason Stein Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - After a three-month de- 
lay, a lightning-quick lawsuit and three 
orders from as many judges, Wisconsin 
Gov. Scott Walker called two special 
elections Thursday and GOP senators 
dropped legislation to block the con- 
tests. 

Republican efforts collapsed follow- 
ing a Wednesday ruling by an appellate 
judge ordering the governor to call the May primary 
and June general elections. In less than a day, Walker 
abandoned a state Supreme Court appeal to overturn 
the ruling and lawmakers in both the Senate and As- 
sembly canceled plans to vote to leave the seats va- 
cant. 

“This is a victory for the citizens of Wisconsin who 
are without representation because of Governor Walk- 
er's refusal to do his job,” said former U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder, whose national Democratic group 
brought the lawsuit against Walker on behalf of local 
voters. “Republicans in the Legislature should stop 


Holder 


See ELECTIONS, Page 12A 


Russia to expel 
60 US diplomats, 
close consulate 


Vladimir Isachenkov and Jill Lawless 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MOSCOW - Russia said Thursday that it will expel 
60 U.S. diplomats and close the U.S. consulate in St. 
Petersburg in a “tit-for-tat” in response to Western ac- 
tions after the poisoning of an ex-spy and his daugh- 
ter. 

Meanwhile, a hospital in Britain treating the pair 
said the woman is improving rapidly and is out of criti- 
cal condition. 

Sergei and Yulia Skripal were found unconscious 
and critically ill in the English city of Salisbury on 
March 4. 

British authorities blamed Russia for poisoning 
them with a military-grade nerve agent, which the 
Kremlin has vehemently denied. 

Two dozen countries, including the U.S., many EU 


See RUSSIA, Page 8A 


Brewers open with win 


Milwaukee kicked off 2018 with a 
12-inning, 2-1 win over San Diego. 1B 


Jim Stingl 


Woman, 97, is outliving life insurance 
she bought to cover her burial. 3A 


Weather 


High 47° X Low 30° 
Partly cloudy. Forecast, 4C 
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